MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

the immediate court circle, was ordered to rejoin the
army, commanded by the Emperor.

There was already some talk of peace, and Prince
Napoleon, the Empress learned, was not one of the
last to support this move, though he had at first boon
so desirous for the war.   "Here, some danger in the
direction of Prussia is felt to be pending," she wrote
to the Emperor at this moment.   "Irritated by our
rapid victories, that power, I understand, is begin-
ning to raise her voice of disapproval.   The Ger-
mans, we are told here, regard the Mincio as a lino
of defense necessary for the protection of their
country.  That line has now been broken, and ao Gor-
man public opinion demands that Austria bo aided*
The persons whom I am quoting say Prussia has
stood on the reserve until the present, but her atti-
tude is henceforth, to be more decided.  In the mean-
while, she has seized the occasion of the embarrass-
ment of Austria to strengthen her own position in
the Empire and lias already partially succeeded iu
this design, I am assured, though I am not informal
in just what respect.   Now she expects, as he has
been beaten, that the Emperor Francis Joseph will
be ready to secure her aid by making further sacri-
fices.   A diplomat here tells me that ' on June 25th,
Prussia demanded at the Diet, that all the federal
troops be mobilized and announced her intention of
an armed mediation in Italy.   But this mobilization
of the troops would not alone satisfy Prussia; even
more important was the question as to who was to
command those troops,   This Prussia claimed,   AUH-
tria protested, and pointed out that if this request
were granted, the armed forces of the whole eon-
federation would bo at the beck and call of Berlin.
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